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14. Having due regard to the need to advance equality of opportunity between persons who share 
a relevant protected characteristic and persons who do not share it involves having due 
regard, in particular, to the need to: 

(a) remove or minimise disadvantages suffered by persons who share a relevant 
protected characteristic where those disadvantages are connected to that 
characteristic; 

(b) take steps to meet the needs of persons who share a relevant protected characteristic 
that are different from the needs of persons who do not share it; 

(c) encourage persons who share a relevant protected characteristic to participate in 
public life or in any other activity in which participation by such persons is 
disproportionately low. 

 
15. The steps involved in meeting the needs of disabled persons that are different from the needs 

of persons who are not disabled include, in particular, steps to take account of disabled 
persons' disabilities. 

 
16. Having due regard to the need to foster good relations between persons who share a relevant 

protected characteristic and persons who do not share it involves having due regard, in 
particular, to the need to: 

(a) tackle prejudice, and 
(b) promote understanding. 

 
17. Three separate executive interim search agencies were used to attract as wide and diverse a pool 

of candidates as possible. All three agencies have a track record of attracting candidates from a 
diverse background using targeted networks and online advertising. Of the eleven candidates 
that were considered, 55% were female and 45% male, and 9% were from a Black, Asian or 
Minority Ethnic background. Of those interviewed, 33% of candidates were female and none 
were from a Black, Asian or Minority Ethnic background.   
 

18. There is no evidence of the process having any adverse impact on those applicants with 
protected characteristics although the Brigade would recognise that further ongoing work is 
needed in ensuring that the senior management group represents the wider workforce and 
community that LFB services.  
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