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Summary 
 

Under the Mayor’s Direction of April 2018, prior authority is to be sought from the Deputy Mayor for 
Fire and Resilience to incur expenditure on legal costs relating to the Grenfell Tower fire. This report 
seeks an increase to the 2019/20 - 2020/21 approval and sets out the projected legal costs for 
2021/22, the position regarding reimbursement via the insurance policies and seeks the 
Commissioner’s agreement to continue to arrange legal advice and representation.  

For the London Fire Commissioner 
  

1. Subject to the Deputy Mayor, Fire and Resilience giving prior approval to the expenditure, the 
London Fire Commissioner delegates authority to the Director of Corporate Services to incur 
additional  expenditure of £265,826 to the previously delegated authority of £6,510,449 for 
2019/20 and 2020/21 to secure legal advice and representation for the LFC and appropriate 

This decision was remotely 
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25 February 2021
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20. The protected characteristics are: age, disability, gender reassignment, pregnancy and maternity, 
marriage and civil partnership (but only in respect of the requirements to have due regard to the 
need to eliminate discrimination), race (ethnic or national origins, colour or nationality), religion or 
belief (including lack of belief), sex, and sexual orientation. 
 

21. The Public Sector Equality Duty requires decision-takers in the exercise of all their functions, to 
have due regard to the need to: 

a.  eliminate discrimination, harassment and victimisation and other prohibited conduct. 
b.  advance equality of opportunity between people who share a relevant protected 

characteristic and persons who do not share it. 
c. foster good relations between people who share a relevant protected characteristic 

and persons who do not share it. 
 

22.  Having due regard to the need to advance equality of opportunity between persons who share a 
relevant protected characteristic and persons who do not share it involves having due regard, in 
particular, to the need to: 

a. remove or minimise disadvantages suffered by persons who share a relevant 
protected characteristic where those disadvantages are connected to that 
characteristic; 

b. take steps to meet the needs of persons who share a relevant protected characteristic 
that are different from the needs of persons who do not share it; 

c. encourage persons who share a relevant protected characteristic to participate in 
public life or in any other activity in which participation by such persons is 
disproportionately low. 
 

23. The steps involved in meeting the needs of disabled persons that are different from the needs of 
persons who are not disabled include, in particular, steps to take account of disabled persons' 
disabilities. 
  

24. Having due regard to the need to foster good relations between persons who share a relevant 
protected characteristic and persons who do not share it involves having due regard, in particular, 
to the need to: 

a. tackle prejudice, and 
b. promote understanding. 

 
25. An Equality Impact Assessment (EIA) was undertaken on 27 July 2020 in relation to the legal costs 

related to the Grenfell Tower Fire.  The EIA found that there is likely to be negligible impact on 
those with protected characteristics. The position is unchanged in this report on the basis that this 
report does not propose any change which will impact on either the public or service users but 
simply seeks authority to incur additional expenditure in respect of legal costs in relation to the 
LFC’s response to the GTI. 

Procurement and Sustainability 

26. There are no sustainability implications arising from this report. 

Strategic drivers, including the relevant pillar of the Transformation Delivery Plan 

27.  Delivering excellence through the provision of quality legal representation. 
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prosecute or defend or appear in any legal proceedings and, in the case of civil proceedings, may 
institute them in their own name, and … they may, in their own name, make representations in 
the interests of the inhabitants at any public inquiry held by or on behalf of any Minister or public 
body under any enactment.” 

 
36. It is implicit in the above that the Commissioner may authorise spending and the instruction of 

outside experts. Notwithstanding this, the powers granted by s222 of the 1972 Act constitute a 
function of the Commissioner and section 5A(1) of the Fire Rescue and Services Act 2004 (‘2004 
Act’) states a relevant fire and rescue authority may do anything it considers appropriate for the 
carrying out of any of its functions, or anything that is considers appropriate for purposes 
incidental, whether directly or not, in relation to its functional purposes. This includes incurring 
spending in furtherance of the powers under s222 of the 1972 Act.  
 

37. The participation by and representation of the London Fire Commissioner in the Grenfell Tower 
Inquiry and associated enquiries and legal matters falls within s222 of the 1972 Act and S5A(1) of 
the 2004 Act.  

Grounds for redaction within the report 

38. In preparing this report, General Counsel has identified sections of the text that it believes attract 
legal professional privilege (LPP), i.e. that these sections should be afforded special protection, 
enabling the Commissioner as client to retain confidentiality in relation to certain communications 
pertaining to legal advice and the conduct of litigation or anticipated litigation. The overall 
spending envelope is to be made public, as this non-specific figure is not considered to be 
covered by LPP.  LPP is a right of the client, and it is for the client to seek to exert it or waive it. It 
is recommended that the Commissioner exerts his rights to withhold the highlighted sections 
because the additional details contain within them would divulge to a third party details of the 
Commissioner’s operational and tactical approach to the ongoing and anticipated legal matters, 
including the ongoing dispute with the insurer the anticipated civil claims and the other matters 
discussed above  in relation the Grenfell Tower Inquiry. In addition, some of the information in 
the report was received from the GTI under the terms of the confidentiality undertaking that the 
GTI asks all core participants to sign. Therefore, it is recommended that those aspects are 
withheld until such a time as the confidentiality over the information is removed, for example 
when and if the GTI puts the information into the public domain.  
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