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Freedom of Information request reference number:  6937.1 
 
Date of response: 10 November 2022 
 
Request: 
 
In 2017, the LFB identified fire safety issues the Chalcots Estate in Camden. The towers were 
evacuated and remedial works were done before residents were moved back in.  
 
There is a report available online 
https://www.camden.gov.uk/documents/20142/0/download.pdf/6846116b-b475-2f86-
0fea-11022185624b detailing what happened. 
 
As it's not mentioned in the report, I'd like to know what checks the LFB did on the non-
communal windows in the Chalcots Estate. By this I mean windows and window sills, including 
the spaces beneath them, inside flats in the Chalcots Estate. Can you send me reports or 
documents that detail the fire safety checking of non-communal windows in the estate in 
2017? If no reports were done, please let me know. 
 
If it is not possible to do this within the FOI budget, please just send me reports for the Taplow 
block of the Chalcots Estate.  
 
Response: 
 
I have checked our fire safety records and there is no record of a report relating to the non-
communal windows in Chalcots estate.  
 
Under the Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005 (RRO) The London Fire Brigade are 
responsible for checking fire safety in the common parts of flats. Therefore, non-communal 
windows would not be covered by this.   
 
The London Borough of Camden hold updated information on the major works project and fire 
safety for Chalcots Estate this can be found on their website here - 
https://www.camden.gov.uk/chalcots-estate 
  
The last fire safety audit in 2020 for Taplow, confirmed no significant failure to comply with the 
Regulatory Reform (Fire Safety) Order 2005 (RRO). As a result, the premises was deemed 
broadly compliant. This means that no enforcement action (informal or formal) was required as 
a result and no notices were issued by the LFB. 
 

https://www.camden.gov.uk/documents/20142/0/download.pdf/6846116b-b475-2f86-0fea-11022185624b
https://www.camden.gov.uk/documents/20142/0/download.pdf/6846116b-b475-2f86-0fea-11022185624b
https://www.camden.gov.uk/chalcots-estate
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I attach a copy of the Fire Safety Audit Report for Taplow to this response. It can be found on 
pages 3 to 11 of this document. 
 
Please note, personal data has been redacted from the report under section 40 of the FOIA 
– Personal Information. 
 
I hope you find this information of use.  Should you have any further questions please do let 
me know. 
 
We have dealt with your request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000. For more 
information about this process please see the guidance we publish about making a request on 
our website 

https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/36/section/40
https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2000/36/section/40
https://www.london-fire.gov.uk/about-us/transparency/request-information-from-us/
https://www.london-fire.gov.uk/about-us/transparency/request-information-from-us/








Article 11 - Fire Safety Arrangements
SAFETY CRITICAL
Safety Evaluation
Broadly Compliant

Observations
The fire safety arrangements and/or management system is suitable and
sufficient for the size, type and use of the premises.  Regular daily checks by
caretakers and monthly inspections by Estate Managers.

Article 13 - Detection and warning
SAFETY CRITICAL
Safety Evaluation
Broadly Compliant

Observations
Where necessary, the premises is equipped with appropriate fire detectors and
alarms. Smoke detectors provided throughout communal areas to activate the
AOVs. Hard wired smoke and heat detectors provided in the office areas.
Devices are GSM linked to provide for vandalism or breakdowns.

Article 14 - Emergency routes and exits
SAFETY CRITICAL
Safety Evaluation
Broadly Compliant

Observations
Routes to emergency exits and exits are kept clear. Where necessary,
emergency routes are adequately protected.
Emergency routes and exits lead directly as possible to a place of ultimate
safety. Single MOE, all Lobbied.

Article 15 - Procedures for serious and imminent danger and for danger areas
SAFETY CRITICAL
Safety Evaluation
Broadly Compliant

Observations
An appropriate emergency evacuation plan is in place. Simultaneous Evac. with
Waking Watch was in place during Cladding removal. Following extensive Fire
Stopping and Compartmentation works carried out, Stay Put- Defend in Place
Strategy now implemented.
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Article 17 - Maintenance
SAFETY CRITICAL
Safety Evaluation
Broadly Compliant

Observations
Facilities, equipment and devices are subject to suitable system of
maintenance.

Article 21 - Training
SAFETY CRITICAL
Safety Evaluation
Broadly Compliant

Observations
Adequate safety training is provided to employees:
• at time they are first employed.
• adapted to take account of new or increased risks.
• repeated periodically (where appropriate).

Article 8 - General fire precautions
Safety Evaluation
Not Applicable

Observations
None

Article 10 - Principles of prevention to be applied
Safety Evaluation
Not Applicable

Observations
None

Article 12 - Elimination or reduction of risks from dangerous substances
Safety Evaluation
Not Applicable

Observations
None
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Article 13 - Fire Fighting Equipment
Safety Evaluation
Not Applicable

Observations
None

Article 16 - Measures for dealing with dangerous substances affecting general fire
precautions
Safety Evaluation
Not Applicable

Observations
None

Article 18 - Safety assistance
Safety Evaluation
Not Applicable

Observations
None

Article 19 - Provision of information to employees
Safety Evaluation
Not Applicable

Observations
None

Article 20 - Provision of information to employers and the self employed from
outside undertakings
Safety Evaluation
Not Applicable

Observations
None
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Article 22 - Co-operation and co-ordination
Safety Evaluation
Not Applicable

Observations
None

Article 23 - General duties of employees at work
Safety Evaluation
Not Applicable

Observations
None

Article 37 - Fire fighters switches for luminous tube signs
Safety Evaluation
Not Applicable

Observations
None

Article 38 - Maintenance of measures provided for protection of fire fighters
Safety Evaluation
Not Applicable

Observations
None

Article 24 - Power to make regulations
Safety Evaluation
Not Applicable

Observations
None

Article 27 - Powers of inspectors
Safety Evaluation
Not Applicable

Observations
None
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