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Freedom of Information request reference number: 8967.1 
 
Date of response: 11/09/2024 
 
Request: 
 
I require an LFB scrutiny of the landlord's (Notting Hill Genesis) Fire Risk Assessment. I wish to be 
receive the outcome of LFB's inspection of 15 Nevern Road, SW5 9PQ carried out in January 2024. I 
wish to have a comparison between a temporary fire alarm system, Grade F, and the main fire alarm 
system installed at 15 Nevern Road, which has been out of action for the majority of 2024, and how 
successfully the temporary alarm system would cover the layout of four Victorian/Edwardian buildings 
converted into 40 plus flats in the l970s. I wish to know the legal responsibilities of landlords, regarding 
maintenance of fire alarm systems which have been installed in buildings such as 15 Nevern, Road, ie 
not a purpose built block of flats for which current regulations differ - alarm systems being unnecessary, 
fire safety being covered in building regulations governing new builds. I wish to know LFBs advice 
regarding evacuation from older, converted buildings where alarm systems are installed - should 
occupants evacuate themselves upon hearing the alarm, or should they remain in their homes until LFB 
personnel arrive to evacuate them. I wish to know what arrangements landlords/LFB should make 
regarding evacuation of elderly people in case of fire. 
 
Response: 
 
I require an LFB scrutiny of the landlord's (Notting Hill Genesis) Fire Risk Assessment. 
 
The London Fire Brigade does not hold the Fire risk assessment. This is the responsibility of the 
responsible person (RP). https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/fire-safety-risk-assessment-
means-of-escape-for-disabled-people This link will take you to the guidance for Fire safety risk 
assessment – means of escape for disabled people.  
 
I wish to be receive the outcome of LFB's inspection of 15 Nevern Road, SW5 9PQ carried out in January 
2024. I wish to have a comparison between a temporary fire alarm system, Grade F, and the main fire 
alarm system installed at 15 Nevern Road, which has been out of action for the majority of 2024, and 
how successfully the temporary alarm system would cover the layout of four Victorian/Edwardian 
buildings converted into 40 plus flats in the l970s 
 
Please see below attached Audit report dated 15th February 2024 where the outcome was deemed low 
risk. This audit report details the fire alarm system at 15 Nevern Road. 
 
I wish to know the legal responsibilities of landlords, regarding maintenance of fire alarm systems which 
have been installed in buildings such as 15 Nevern, Road, ie not a purpose built block of flats for which 
current regulations differ - alarm systems being unnecessary, fire safety being covered in building 
regulations governing new builds. 
 
Our website has some information on Fire alarm systems and the fire safety law. You can find this here 
Fire alarms-Property management | London Fire Brigade (london-fire.gov.uk)  
 
I wish to know LFBs advice regarding evacuation from older, converted buildings where alarm systems 
are installed - should occupants evacuate themselves upon hearing the alarm, or should they remain in 
their homes until LFB personnel arrive to evacuate them. I wish to know what arrangements 
landlords/LFB should make regarding evacuation of elderly people in case of fire. 
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The emergency evacuation policy of a block of flats is determined by the Fire Risk Assessment (FRA). 
The responsible person (RP) has a responsibility to inform tenants of what the evacuation plan is. The 
house of commons library has some information on Fire safety in houses and flats. This can be found 
here https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-9770/  

It will commonly be one of 2: 

Stay Put 
Simultaneous Evacuation 
The Fire risk assessment will advise of the evacuation plan. 
If the fire is in the occupants flat, then they leave and raise the alarm if the alarm has not actuated. 
Other occupants are advised to stay put if the fire is not in their flat. 
If the fire is in the common parts, then the emergency evacuation plan will normally advise tenants to 
stay put on hearing the alarm. The LFB will evacuate them if necessary.  
Some premises do have a simultaneous evacuation policy. On hearing the alarm, tenants are advised to 
leave. Some flats have 2 types of alarm. One for the flat and one for the rest of the building. 

All evacuation plans are the responsibility of the RP, who must inform all tenants. 

We have dealt with your request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000. For more information 
about this process please see the guidance we publish about making a request on our website: 
https://www.london-fire.gov.uk/about-us/transparency/request-information-from-us/ 
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