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Freedom of Information request reference number: 8202.1 
 
Date of response: 11/01/2024 
 
Request: 
 
Would it be possible for you to answer some simple questions in relation to your FireFighter life critical 
breathing air. 
 
1. Is your breathing air tested to BS EN 12021 (2014) 
2. Do you charge your breathing apparatus cylinders to 300bars pressure. 
3. Is your breathing air tested by your Fire Service personnel or a contractor? 
4. Is your breathing air tested monthly or every three months? 
5. If every three months does your high pressure compressor/s have a constant air quality monitoring 
device? 
6. Do you allow your compressor/s to remain in service is it fails to meet the minimum standard of BS 
EN 12021 (2014) 
7. If a breathing air compressor fails to meet the standards above do you have a lock out procedure. 
8. Other than testing the air quality at source do you have a "random cylinder air testing policy". 
9. Would it be possible to have any fire service policy, procedures or risk assessments in relation to the 
above under freedom of information. 
 
 
Response: 
 

1. Is your breathing air tested to BS EN 12021 (2014)  

Yes all (London Fire Brigade) breathing air is tested and compliant with the requirements set 
out in BS EN 12021 (2014). 

2. Do you charge your breathing apparatus cylinders to 300bars pressure.  

Yes, all of the current LFB breathing air cylinders have a rated fill pressure of 300 bar. By 
design the cylinders can also be overfilled by up to 10% of their working pressure. As such 
LFB cylinders are filled to between 300 and 330 bar.  

3. Is your breathing air tested by your Fire Service personnel or a contractor? 

Breathing air samples are taken following a strict sampling procedure to ensure consistency 
and are sent to an independent scientific advisor for testing.  

4. Is your breathing air tested monthly or every three months?  

Breathing air samples are taken and submitted for testing on a monthly basis. 
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5. If every three months does your high pressure compressor/s have a constant air 
quality monitoring device?  

We have systems at all three charging locations that monitor the live air quality.  

6. Do you allow your compressor/s to remain in service is it fails to meet the 
minimum standard of BS EN 12021 (2014).  

No, if the air sample exceeds the concentrations of determinants as set out in BS EN 12021 
(2014) the compressor is taken out of service. It is then isolated, physically marked with 
signage as being out of service until the necessary remedial work is carried out. Once the air 
quality is adequate to satisfy the requirements of BS EN 12021 (2014) the compressor is 
returned to service. 

7. If a breathing air compressor fails to meet the standards above do you have a lock 
out procedure.  

No, if the air sample exceeds the concentrations of determinants as set out in BS EN 12021 
(2014) the compressor is taken out of service. It is then isolated, physically marked with 
signage as being out of service until the necessary remedial work is carried out. Once the air 
quality is adequate to satisfy the requirements of BS EN 12021 (2014) the compressor is 
returned to service. Likewise, all LFB Cylinders are marked with a unique asset number, this 
is recorded along with the date of the cylinder charge, charging room location and time when 
each  This information permits the tracking of cylinders which are used across the brigade. If 
an air sample fails to meet the criteria as set out in BS EN 12021 (2014) cylinders are recalled 
from across the LFB areas and are returned to the charging rooms to be discharged and 
refilled. 

8. Other than testing the air quality at source do you have a "random cylinder air 
testing policy".  

When any reactive maintenance is carried out to the compressor a random air quality sample 
is taken.  

9. Would it be possible to have any fire service policy, procedures or risk assessments 
in relation to the above under freedom of information.  

Please see below for the LFB internal policy, number 466: RPE - breathing apparatus – 
operational procedures.  

Please note the publications are copyright of the LFB – Copyright © 2024 London Fire 
Brigade. 

You may use or reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format or 
medium, under the terms of the Open Government licence. To view this licence, please visit: 
https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/   

 
 
We have dealt with your request under the Freedom of Information Act 2000. For more information 
about this process please see the guidance we publish about making a request on our website: 
https://www.london-fire.gov.uk/about-us/transparency/request-information-from-us/ 
  

https://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/version/3/
https://www.london-fire.gov.uk/about-us/transparency/request-information-from-us/
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